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for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer Protection (BMUV) through the International Climate
Initiative (IKI). The project aims to enhance the use and management of nature in fast-growing cities and their surrounding

regions, particularly in the Global South, by promoting nature-based solutions and their benefits.
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planning, land-use management, infrastructure design, and local economic development. The project also supports city-
regions in identifying and leveraging the value of nature to deliver essential services and economic opportunities, while
safequarding the ecosystems on which these benefits depend. This contributes to more resilient and sustainable urban

development.

In China, the project is managed and implemented by the ICLEI East Asia Secretariat through its Beijing Office.
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The Urban Biodiversity Index was developed in a joint effort by the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity, the Parks Board of Singapore, ICLEIL, and other organisations. It has been revised to produce
the Chinese version, the Urban Biodiversity Index Evaluation Guide, which is applicable to China. The Chinese
version has been applied by a number of Chinese cities, including Kunming and Shenzhen, etc. This workshop aims
to advance the Chinese version, through collecting feedback and suggestions from representative cities that have

applied the index, and obtaining opinions and suggestions from experts.

Around the time of the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the Convention on Biological Diversity, an
increasing number of cities in China have initiated the formulation of Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action
Plans (LBSAP), while China has also commenced the revision of its National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan
(NBSAP). Building upon the published Local Biodiversity Planning Guidelines and with the support of the INTERACT-
Bio program, ICLEI has developed a preliminary draft of the Local Biodiversity Conservation Planning Guidelines
through studying local implementation plans in response to NBSAP, in order to provide applicable guidance and
technical support for Chinese cities. This workshop is intended to discuss with experts in the fields of biodiversity
conservation and spatial planning on strategies and action objectives, steps and contents for formulating plans,

etc., so as to provide technical support for local biodiversity conservation.

Hosted by ICLEI-Local Governments for Sustainability, this workshop invites the compilers of the Urban Biodiversity
Index, experts involved in the application of the evaluation of the Urban Biodiversity Index, experts in the field
of biodiversity survey and assessment, and experts in the field of urban biodiversity conservation planning and
spatial planning to jointly provide guidance on the revision of the Chinese version and the formulation of the Local

Biodiversity Conservation Planning Guidelines.



II. Agenda




Moderated by Jiang Yi, Programme Coordinator of ICLEI -East Asia Secretariat (Beijing Representative Office),
the workshop started with a speech by Zhu Shu, Regional Director of ICLEI East Asia Secretariat and China Chief
Representative. The workshop was divided into two sessions. In the first session, guests were invited to share their
experiences and casesin biodiversity surveys and assessments related to their respective fields, and ICLEI introduced
the Urban Biodiversity Index, as well as inviting guests to give their suggestions and comments. The second session
was to present the progress of the formulation of Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans, inviting guests to

share their experiences and cases in their respective fields, and to make suggestions and comments.
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Section I: Urban biodiversity surveys and assessments

The session firstinvited relevant cities and experts to exchange views on urban biodiversity surveys and assessments,
and to make suggestions on the revision and improvement of the Chinese version of the Urban Biodiversity Index.
Discussions centred on the urban biodiversity assessment framework, survey and data collection, and the setting

of assessment indicators.



He Landi, Director of the Ecology Centre of Kunming Institute of Ecological and Environmental Sciences, and Du Yanling,
Senior Engineer of Chengdu Institute of Environmental Protection Sciences, introduced the issues encountered by
Kunming and Chengdu in the application of the Urban Biodiversity Index. These issues included difficulties in obtaining

data, inapplicabilities of calculation methodology, and the lack of clarity of translated concepts.
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Liu Chunlong, the researcher of Lishui Ecological and Environmental Research Institution introduced the conservation and

protection policies and achievements in Lishui. With the excellent natural resources, Lishui established the biodiversity

conservation system with high standards.
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® 75.67% of the land area of Lishui was listed as

priority ecological protection space
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Zou Tao, Director of the Eco-city Research Institute of Beijing Tsinghua Tongheng Planning and Design Institute Co., Ltd,
from the background of the planning projects he has been engaged in, shared his ongoing research on the technical
regulations of urban biodiversity conservation planning, and also put forward the problems and adjustments in the
mainstreaming process of urban biodiversity conservation, suggesting that the Urban Biodiversity Index should be

perceivable and understandable, and should have the effect of being practical and realistic.
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Xu Xiaoqing, Deputy Director of the Biodiversity Conservation and Nature Sensing Sub-experimental Centre of Tongji
University, introduced the background and objectives of the Centre, and shared the results of the urban biodiversity

surveys and acoustic monitoring technologies supported by artificial intelligence developed by the Centre.
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Afterwards, Ma Yuchen, Senior Programme Officer of ICLEI Beijing Representative Office, introduced the Chinese
version of the Urban Biodiversity Index and discussed the improvement and revision with the experts. Ma Yuchen
introduced the background of the revision of the Urban Biodiversity Index from the international perspective, strategic

planning, policy documents, and existing standards and guidelines, and analysed some issues that have arisen in the
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process of applying the international version of the Urban Biodiversity Index in China. Furthermore, she introduced the
basic positioning, evaluation scope and target audience of the Chinese version of the Urban Biodiversity Index, and shared
the improved content in terms of index framework, presentation specification, information citation update, indicator

description specification, the calculation process, and the scoring basis.

Basic Criteria
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Session II: Formulation of Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans

This session invited ministries and departments involved in the formulation of the National Biodiversity Strategy and
Action Plan (NBSAP), representatives of cities that organised the formulation of the Local Biodiversity Strategy and Action
Plan (LBSAP), and scientific research institutes involved in the formulation of the LBSAP to discuss how to enhance the
strategic planning for biodiversity at the local level, and promote the local process of mainstreaming biodiversity, aligning

with the Kunming-Montreal Biodiversity Framework and the NBSAP objectives.



Liu Li, Associate Researcher, Nanjing Institute of Environmental Science, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, shared his
cases and experiences in the development of a biodiversity conservation strategy and action plan for Zhejiang Province,
stressing that the development of LBSAP should align with the NBSAP, and that the strategic objectives set at the national
level should be translated into the provincial biodiversity strategies and action plans. LBSAP is different from the NBSAP

and needs to display local characteristics.
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Chang Jiang, Director of the Research Office of Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation, Chinese Academy of
Environmental Sciences, shared the requirements of the Convention on Biological Diversity and the Kunming-Montreal
Biodiversity Framework for the development of NBSAP, as well as the progress of China’s Biodiversity Conservation

Strategies and Action Plans and LBSAP in the case of Ya'an City.
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Yuchen Ma presented the Guidelines for the Formulation of Local Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans (LBSAP) and

discussed the suggestions for the improvement with the experts. Yuchen Ma introduced the background of the LBSAP

formulation guide from the international perspective, strategic planning, policy documents, and existing action plans,

and shared the resources that ICLEI already has, including the comprehensive methodological guide and the city-specific

guidance tool. She then shared the framework of the Chinese version of the Guidelines for the Preparation of Local

Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans, including chapters on ‘About the Guidelines’, ‘Synergies between Local and

National Policies and Plans’, ‘Formulation Steps and Planning Procedures’, ‘Planning Framework’, and ‘Case Examples'.
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Liu Li proposed that the content of research and analysis should not be included in the text, and suggested that a

cross-sectoral synergistic system should be constructed to form a coordination mechanism, namely Formulation Team -

Expert Level - Sectoral Level - Leadership Level. Director Liu Yan of the Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences of the



Ministry of Ecology and Environment suggested that the link between assessment indicators and indices planning should
be strengthened, quantitative targets should be clarified, and the support system for priority projects should be clarified;
there should be synergy with international and national strategic objectives, and local characteristics and features should

also be reflected.

Guests were invited to provide suggestions and feedback on the CBI and LBSAP guidelines

The workshop designed online questionnaires covering the indicators of the CBI as well as the framework and guidelines
of the LBSAP. These questionnaires were distributed to speakers and participants, inviting them to provide guidance and
constructive comments based on their work experience and encountered challenges. . The questionnaire collected experts’
suggestions on whether to retain, or delete each indicator, or to change the names and settings of the indicators, as well
as experts’ suggestions on the revision of the framework and supplementary contents of the LBSAP Guidelines, which _ 4

provided scientific and professional guidance for the improvement of the CBI evaluation system and the LBSAP Guidelines.
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