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Interact-Bio

Interact-Bio is implemented by ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability, with support from the German Federal Ministry
for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer Protection (BMUV) through the International Climate
Initiative (IKI). The project aims to enhance the use and management of nature in fast-growing cities and their surrounding

regions, particularly in the Global South, by promoting nature-based solutions and their benefits.

It helps governments at all levels integrate biodiversity and ecosystem services into core urban functions such as spatial
planning, land-use management, infrastructure design, and local economic development. The project also supports city-
regions in identifying and leveraging the value of nature to deliver essential services and economic opportunities, while
safequarding the ecosystems on which these benefits depend. This contributes to more resilient and sustainable urban

development.

In China, the project is managed and implemented by the ICLEI East Asia Secretariat through its Beijing Office.
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On 21 July 2023, a workshop was held to continue promoting local government action and cooperation in the

implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, which was based on the initiative of the
Berlin Urban Nature Pact and Local Actions as well as China’s strategic planning and implementation actions for
biodiversity conservation. Relevant experts, practitioners of local strategy and government decision-makers from
German and China discussed how localities can respond to national biodiversity strategies and the new global
framework. Hosted by ICLEI and supported by the Research Center for Eco-environmental Sciences of Chinese
Academy of Sciences, the workshop invited experts and representatives from Chinese and German government

departments, research institutes and cities to share their insights.

The event started with speeches by Zhu Shu, the Regional Director of ICLEI East Asia Secretariat, and Lu Yicheng,
the Deputy Senior Specialist of Division of Biodiversity Convention of the Centre for Foreign Environmental

Cooperation Center (FECO) of the Ministry of Ecology and Environment. Zhu Shu welcomed all participants from



government departments, universities, research institutes, international agencies, and social organisations, expressing his
hope that this workshop would promote the sharing of experiences, and continue to promote the development of actions
and cooperation among local governments in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity. Lu Yicheng
shared China'’s current achievements and outstanding achievements in biodiversity. At the same time, she presented the
opportunities and challenges of biodiversity conservationin Chinafrom an international perspective in terms of conservation
elements, institutional coordination, economic empowerment and public participation. Lu Yicheng hoped that ICLEI's work
on localising international experiences, including the Urban Biodiversity Index, would proceed further and that this event

would be completed successfully.
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-4 - The meeting was divided into two themes, the first of which was Take Integrated Actions for the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework. It mainly focused on local implementation and action plans, with interpreting the United Nations

Convention on Biological Diversity, Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and Berlin Urban Nature Pact.

Delegates and sharing guests included: Philipp LaHaela Walter, from ICLEIL; Ingrid Coetzee, the Director of ICLEI City
Biodiversity Centre; Stefanie Hennecke, the Department Head of Berlin Department of Conservation, Landscape Planning,

Forestry and Hunting; Chang Jiang, a researcher from the Chinese Research Academy of Environmental Sciences; and

Arne Kunkel, an expert from German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation.
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Theme I: Take Integrated Actions for the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework

Ingrid Coetzee presented the implications of the outcomes of the 15th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Convention on Biological Diversity for cities and local governments. During COP15, the 7th City Summit and Global
Local Governments and Cities Corner, co-hosted by ICLEI, the Secretariat of the United Nations Convention on Biological
Diversity, Kunming City and others, provided a platform for local governments and cities to share and exchange ideas on
biodiversity conservation and development. A number of outcomes and consensus have been achieved, including the
approval of the Action Plan for National Governments, Cities and Other Local Authorities 2021-2030 by the COP15 General

Assembly, which provides direction and a roadmap for cities and local governments to support the implementation of the



Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework. At the same time, Ingrid Coetzee summarised the action objectives of
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework for cities and presented the role of the CitiesWithNature platform,
supported by the CBD Secretariat and managed by ICLEI, in supporting local government action and cooperation. At the

end, Ingrid Coetzee presented the Interact-Bio programme, which is being carried out by ICLEL.
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Ingrid Coetzee, Director, ICLEI City Biodiversity Center

Stefanie Hennecke and Arne Kunkel shared Berlin's plans and practices for urban biodiversity conservation and an
overview of the Berlin Urban Nature Pact. Building on the work of the Edinburgh Process and the Montreal Commitment,
Berlin City launched the initiative Berlin Urban Nature Pact, which intends to be the next milestone in the process of
transitioning from agreement to implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, supported by
cities and local governments. The Initiative focuses on urban biodiversity conservation and involves nine commitments
covering management of natural elements, habitat protection, food and agriculture, buildings, lighting of public spaces,
public education, governance and monitoring. The target-setting and implementation principles of the Initiative are not

only for European cities, but also useful for other local governments around the world.
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Chang Jiang presented ways and directions on how national and local biodiversity strategies and action plans can
respond to the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework from the perspective of formulation and updating
of national and local biodiversity conservation action plans. Taking the Action Plan for Biodiversity Conservation of
Ya'an City, Sichuan Province (2023-2035) as an example, he introduced the Action Plan for Biodiversity Conservation
developed by Ya'an City, including planning and research in the domains of investigation, monitoring and assessment,
in-situ conservation, relocation conservation, building an ecological security system, and carrying out conservation

of mountainous biodiversity under the conditions of climate change.
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Jiang Chang, Researcherand Director, Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Use Research Division, Chinese Research Academy of Environmental
Sciences

The second theme was about local practitioners and researchers sharing their experiences and achievements
in strategy, planning and implementation of biodiversity conservation in Chengdu, Kunming and population
agglomerations in the Chinese context from the perspective of local action. Sharing guests included He Landi, the

Director of Ecological Research Centre at Kunming Institute of Ecological and Environmental Sciences; Wang Yating,



the Head of the Institute of Soil Ecology and Acoustic Environment at Chengdu Institute of Environmental Protection and
Scientific Research; and Han Baolong, the Associate Researcher of Research Centre for Eco-environmental Sciences at

Chinese Academy of Sciences.
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Theme II: Local Actions: Targets, Progress and Vision

HE Landi introduced the achievements of Kunming in 8 aspects, including the establishment of working mechanism,
carrying out basic investigation, constructing ecological security pattern and biodiversity protection system, carrying

out research on urban biodiversity protection, participating in international communication, implementing ecological
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restoration, and sustainable utilisation of biological resources. She also summarised the difficulties and challenges
that Kunming still confronts in terms of local surveys, systematic integration of information, controlling the impact of
environmental pollution and urban development on biodiversity, addressing invasive alien species and the potential

impacts of climate change.

In order to address the above-mentioned issues, Kunming has formulated the strategy and action plan for biodiversity
conservation under the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, including integrating resources and building an
intelligent management platform, further strengthening the control of environmental pollution, establishing a mechanism
for joint prevention and control of invasive alien species, strengthening the construction of ecological corridors in
conjunction with the construction of a ‘park city’, strengthening international cooperation, conducting research on climate

change and biodiversity conservation, and continuing to improve publicity and education on biodiversity conservation.
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Landi He, Director of Ecological Research Center, Kunming Institute of Ecological and Environmental Sciences

Wang Yating shared the experience and achievements of Chengdu City in biodiversity conservation. Chengdu City is

dedicated to the construction and promotion of urban biodiversity conservation in terms of improving the planning system,



strengthening systematic protection, deepening international cooperation, enhancing publicity and education, and
promoting public participation. Chengdu has formulated important documents such as the Implementation Programme
for Further Strengthening Biodiversity Protection in Chengdu, and issued special plans such as the Chengdu 14th Five-
Year Plan for Ecological Environmental Protection and the Chengdu 14th Five-Year Plan for Park City Construction and
Development. Chengdu City actively promotes the establishment of a nature reserve system with the panda national park
as the main body, nature reserves as the foundation, and various types of nature parks as the supplement; establishes the
Sichuan Provincial key laboratory of conservation biology of endangered wildlife, the panda genetic resource databanks
and other key projects for biodiversity conservation; and establishes the China-Croatia joint laboratory of biodiversity
and ecosystem services ‘Belt and Road’, which is the only one of the ‘Belt and Road’ laboratories focusing on ecological
conservation. Furthermore, Chengdu has improved its biodiversity conservation work in terms of improving the spatial
pattern of biodiversity conservation, enhancing the sustainable utilisation of biodiversity, constructing a comprehensive
biodiversity survey and monitoring system, reinforcing law enforcement, supervision and inspection, and comprehensively

promoting public participation.
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Focusing on biodiversity conservation in population agglomerations, Han Baolong shared his thoughts on urban
biodiversity research within the Chinese context. He mainly discussed the following topics: whether and why biodiversity
is needed in population centres, and how biodiversity in population agglomeration differs from regional, watershed
and national biodiversity conservation. Taking Shenzhen’s population agglomeration as an example, Han Baolong
suggested that the structure of the urban eco-products is dominated by cultural services, and that the demand for
cultural services is growing gradually. The cultural and social functions of ecosystems are key to biodiversity conservation
and construction in population agglomerations because of their non-assessable social and cultural values, the fact that
they cannot be replaced by artificial engineering, and the psychological needs and emotional dependence of human
beings on nature. In response to the evolution of urban civilisation, which encompasses the following four levels:
security, efficiency, culture and equity, the biodiversity needs of population agglomerations encompass the following
four levels and aspects: equal opportunities for contact with nature, natural and cultural services, savings in resource

consumption for production and life, and stable ecosystems.
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Baolong Han, Associate Researcher, Research Center for Eco-environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences



Finally, guests discussed several topics, including how the objectives of biodiversity conservation in population
agglomerations differ from other places, how the national and local levels respond to and coordinate with each other

in the formulation of biodiversity strategic planning and action targets.
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Ended with an enthusiastic discussion among the moderator, the speakers and all the online participants.
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